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Race Official “Country” 
regulations 33, 34, 35, 36 

 
A submission from the Chairman of the Race Officials Committee  

 
Proposal:   
As an alternative to a parallel submission for Councils consideration, it is proposed that the 
“Country” of an International Race Official be based on criteria similar to the Nationality 
Criteria for Competitors as contained in regulation 17.5 and not based primarily on 
principal residence. 
 
This would require a race official to be a national of the country of the MNA that proposes 
their appointment and would remain listed in the ISAF Yearbook as from that MNA until it 
is changed by an approved process. 
 
Permanent change of residency, before or after appointment as an International Race 
Official, would enable a race official to change MNA, but only after a period of at least 3 
years residency (similar to regulation 17.5.4). In the case of multiple nationality the race 
official would be required to give significant notice before being permitted to change MNA. 
However, in all instances, the change would be immediate, once approved. 
 
Disputes relating to the appropriate MNA of a race official would be resolved by the 
Executive Committee (similar to regulation 17.5.2). 
 

Current Position: 

 In regulations 33, 34, 35 and 36 there is a footnote as follows 

*In these Regulations, the “Country” of an International Judge/Umpire/Measurer/Race 
Officer shall be the Member National Authority of his or her principal residence. This MNA 
shall be named in the application and in the ISAF Year Book. If the International 
Judge/Umpire/Measurer/Race Officer has other appointments as an ISAF Race Official, 
the MNA of the Race Official shall be the same for all appointments. 
 

Reason: 

The current definition in the regulations has caused a number of difficulties. Among these 
are those that resulted in Submission 088-04 which was deferred in November 2004 and 
again in May 2005. 

It is becoming more common for individuals to relocate their place of residence from one 
country to another, but the perception of nationality by competitors does not change 
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immediately, and maybe never. Many who change their country of residence to not feel 
their nationality has changed in any way. This is particularly applicable to those relocated 
as a result of their employment by a multi-national company. It is sensible for the 
‘nationality’ of race officials to be determined on a similar basis to that of the competitors 
they serve.  

The purpose of nationality criteria for race officials is to remove any perception of national 
bias and to demonstrate that sailing is a genuinely international sport. This proposal will 
achieve this purpose.  

By basing competitor and race official nationality on similar criteria, ISAF will be seen to be 
consistent and can use as precedence decisions made in regard to competitor nationality. 
It will also avoid the potentially absurd situation where a person represents one country in 
competition, but serves another as a race official. 


